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Homework and Home Learning
We define homework as referring to any work or activities which pupils are asked to do outside
lesson time, either on their own or with parents or carers.

To be effective, homework needs to be part of a wider partnership between parents and schools.
Schools need to be able to count on parents’ support for their aims, and parents need to be
consulted and informed about school policies.

In order for a Homework system to be successful it is essential that it receives the full
commitment of parents.

Aims

Through our Homework Policy we aim to
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Encourage children to “Own your Learning”.

Develop an effective partnership between the School and parents and other carers in
achieving the School’s aims and to “Own your child’s learning”.

Consolidate and reinforce skills, knowledge and understanding, complementing our
curriculum.

Make use of resources for learning, of all kinds, at home.

Provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together to enjoy learning
experiences.

Extend and support school learning experiences via reinforcement and revision, for
example through additional reading, practising skills and memorising knowledge.

Encourage pupils as they get older to develop the confidence and self-discipline needed
to study on their own, thus preparing them for the demands of Secondary School.

Ensure homework is carefully planned and structured to support progression in learning
and aid retention of long-term knowledge, as part of the School’s knowledge-rich
curriculum.

Ensure that there is consistent practice across the School in setting, managing and
providing appropriate feedback for homework.

Ensure that everyone understands the School’s expectations.

Encourage high expectations from both the School and at home for pupils to complete
homework.

Ensure the Homework Policy and programme are regularly monitored and evaluated to
check that they support pupils’ learning in the best possible way.

Policy Reviewed — Autumn 2024 ~ Review Date — As needed



The Role of Parents and Carers
“ Provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which pupils can do their homework;

% Make it clear to pupils that they value homework and support the School in explaining
how it can help their learning;

% Encourage pupils and praise them when they have completed homework;
% Be actively involved in sharing their child’s homework;

% Ensure homework is completed and when necessary, returned to school on time and to
a good standard.

Types of Homework

The type of homework set may vary as a child moves through school, depending upon the
content and demands of the curriculum. Most activities will be based around reinforcing,
practising and securing skills across different subjects. Occasionally, children may be asked to
complete pre-learning in preparation for something to be taught.

Children in Year 6 will also develop strategies for regular revision in preparation for the Key
Stage 2 Tests.

As children get older, homework provides an opportunity for them to develop the skills of
independent learning and this should increasingly become its main purpose. It is important that
children should gradually get into the habit of regularly devoting periods of time, which may get
longer, to study on their own.

Homework tasks for Years 2 -6 will always be provided on paper and given to the children to
bring home in their House Team Reading Bag. Electronic copies will also be available to
download on their Class Teams account. Reception and Year 1 will continue to have Phonics
Books for Home Learning to be completed in.

Other Guidance

Where appropriate, activities will be differentiated to take into account the needs and abilities of
all children including the most able and those with Special Educational Needs. Children with
SEND may also receive extra or different homework activities linked to the support they are
given in school, for example, different sets of spellings to learn.

It is important that parents help ensure that any written homework set is completed, so that your
child achieves maximum benefit from this.

All homework will be given on paper and copies also placed within the Files on TEAMS. Return
dates will be set by teachers and for Maths and English homework there will be a minimum of
at least two school days in which to complete this. Alongside this, children may receive additional
homework which may include them being asked to review and learn key knowledge at any time
as part of their Unit of Work. The children will continue with regular quizzing in school, copies
of these quizzes will also be placed on TEAMS.

Staff will discuss the Homework with the class before it goes home so that children understand
what is required. It will always have a context and examples for both children and parents to
follow. Children who do not understand the Homework should speak to their class teacher as
soon as possible about this to ensure they have time to complete the work before the deadline.
Some year groups may provide a half-termly or termly booklet with homework tasks in, rather
than sending weekly copies.
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Reading

Reading across the School is of the upmost importance and we would encourage you to listen
to your child read daily. Reading is an essential skill which also enables children to develop
their language and creative skills and we want to ensure a love of reading is encouraged in
school and at home. If you require any guidance on how to support your child with reading or
require some recommended texts, please contact the School Office and arrange to speak to the
class teacher. Details of the texts which the children will be using in School in English, can be
found on our School Website under the Curriculum area.

Children in Year 1 & Year 2 will bring home reading books that match their phonics phase so
they can practise their reading skills at home (these will have a colour to show the phase).

They will also, regularly, bring home a book from the library that they have chosen themselves.
This may have words in that your child may not be able to read yet. These books are for parents
to read to their child and then talk about it together. (These will not have a colour band).

Children in KS2 will bring home reading books that match their Accelerated Reader Book Level.

A book bag is issued for transporting reading books and any paper-based homework between
home and school. Children should bring their book bag to school each day.

Homework in Reception

Activities which children should be completing on a regular basis

Daily:
% Reading and discussion of texts
A Reading Book is sent home on Wednesday and should be returned the following

Monday
An own choice “Book to Love” from our Library will also be taken home to foster a

developing love of reading.
Weekly:
+«+ Phonics practise
This is placed inside a Phonics Book which is sent home on Friday for return the
following Wednesday.
Half-termly:
+ Personalised sheets of tricky words (those that we don’t use our phonics for) for you
to practice reading and spelling these words with your child at home

Homework in Year 1

Activities which children should be completing on a regular basis

Daily:

% Reading and discussion of texts

Weekly:

« Weekly homework may be Phonics or Maths based activities.

Half-termly:

< Tricky words (those that we don’t use our phonics for) for you to practice reading and
spelling these words with your child at home
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Homework in Year 2

Activities which children should be completing on a regular basis

Daily:
% Reading and discussion of texts
Weekly:
s Weekly Phonics/spellings
% A weekly Maths task or practise of skills
These are given each Friday and for return on the following Thursday.
Half-termly:
« Tricky words (those that we don’t use our phonics for) for you to practice reading and
spelling these words with your child at home

Homework in Years 3,4 and 5

Activities which children should be completing on a regular basis

Daily:
% Reading and discussion of texts
Weekly:

% Weekly practise of Phonics or spellings as appropriate.

« Weekly practise/recall of times tables/number facts as appropriate.

+ Practice of Maths and GPV knowledge or skills which will be then be tested in class.
Tasks will usually be given on Friday. Any tasks which need to be returned, will
need to be back by the following Wednesday or Thursday to be either checked by
themselves or staff.

Results will be given back to the children to be shared with parents so that,
if further practise is required, this can also be followed up at home.

Homework in Year 6

Activities which children should be completing on a regular basis

Daily:

% Reading and discussion of texts
Weekly:

*

% Weekly practise of spellings as appropriate

% Weekly practise/recall of times tables and division facts

s Use of additional sheets or Study Guides to practise specific aspects of Maths, GPV
(Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary) OR Reading.

Home Learning Tasks will be set as required, but the children will always be clear
timescales for this.

Spellings and Times Tables to practise will be given in one booklet for the term,
although children will also be given copies of the Statutory Words which they are still
not sure of.

Copies of results will be given back to the children to be shared with parents so that
if further practise is required, this can also be followed up at home.
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% Following more formal assessments, children will be given feedback through Strength
and Areas to improve. Pupils will be expected to begin organising their programmes
of revision during the Spring Term, alongside any other Home Learning tasks set.
They will be provided with a Revision Planner to help them do this, and taught
Revision strategies during lessons in the Autumn Term.

Additional activities which may be set by teachers in Year 2 to Year 6

* Following selected Units of work that children will complete, children may be given the
opportunity to further their learning and be invited to create a piece of work, in a format
specified by the teacher. This may take the form of a model, a piece of writing, a
PowerPoint presentation, an investigation or even a piece of art work and will usually
be completed over a two to three-week period.

Additional Homework may be sent at any point during the year and linked to any aspect
of the curriculum, if it is felt to be beneficial to learning at that point.

In Lessons: Knowledge Organisers
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Each term, in Year 2 and Key Stage 2, pupils will be given a ‘Knowledge Organiser’ for the Unit
of study across each of their subjects. These contain the core knowledge content for the chosen
topic. These organisers will be used by the children to revise from.

The Home Learning activities across the school, may comprise pupils utilising the Knowledge
Organisers to actively revise the topic and subject. This helps to consolidate learning and
optimises the retrieval of learned information within lessons. All year groups receive training,
where appropriate, for the most effective ways to learn, revise and master the key subject
knowledge for the various subjects and topics, which they will then be quizzed on in school.
Homework tasks may be set which use the Knowledge Organisers. The learning activities may
include:

¢ Learning spellings;

+« Learning translations/meanings;
% Learning definitions;

+ Learning key facts;

% Recalling dates;

+ Learning formulas.
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The following formula may be useful when trying to remember key information from the
Knowledge Organiser:

READ COVER WRITE CHECK
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Then practise the quiz questions — how many can you answer correctly?

Use of Microsoft Teams/Online Learning Platform
All Key Stage 2 children will be provided with log-in details for their school Office 365 account
and will be taught how to access the homework on Teams.

In order for your child to access the homework, they will:

Log in to their email via their school Office 365 account
Open the Teams on-line app

Tap on their class and view ‘Assignments’

Choose the assignment they wish to view and work on
The file will open for them to add details/answer questions
Once finished click ‘Turn in’ or ‘submit’
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Copies of Home work or any other information that children need to read or access to support
their learning, but don’t need to submit, can be found under the ‘Files’ tab and ‘Class Files’
folder. Follow the first three steps above, then click on the ‘Files’ tab — then ‘Class Files’ folder.
The children can read any document that is in here, but cannot edit these documents.

Where appropriate Teams will be used with children in younger year groups.
There may also be times when Home Learning will be put on line via the School Website.

Feedback
Feedback for Homework will always be given in class.

Email

Where children have queries about the homework, they may contact the member of staff via
their Class Teams account or by using the following email: class name @alder.dudley.sch.uk,
e.g. class3A@alder.dudley.sch.uk

Please note that this is for the child’s use only. If parents wish to pass on messages or
information to the class teacher, this should be done via the School Office or by telephone or
via admin@alder.dudley.sch.uk . These messages are then passed on to the teacher.
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Contact
Should you have any concerns about a particular piece of work please contact the Office and

ask to speak to your child’s class teacher, or subject teacher if your child has a different teacher
for Maths and/or English.

General homework queries should be directed to Mrs Randall.
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