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SUBJECT: History YEAR 1 FOCUS:  Lives of 

Significant Individuals 

SUMMER TERM 

UNIT 3: Why do we remember Florence 

Nightingale, Mary Seacole & Edith Cavell 

today? 

Knowledge 
Focus 

Lives of Significant Individuals 

National  
Curriculum 
Knowledge 
 

Pupils should be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 

national achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 

Year 1 
 

• Know about a famous person from the past and explain why they are famous 

THEMES: Chronology - Then and Now,  Change & Continuity, Similarity & Difference, Significance, 

Interpretation & Enquiry. 
 

Key Knowledge: 
   

➢ Pupils grasp that Florence is principally remembered as a nurse,  
 a long time ago and was connected with a major war. 

➢ Children can grasp that Florence had a long life helping soldiers 
 and then developing nursing after the war. 

➢ They can explain some key points about Mary’s life  
➢ They know what she did to improve soldier’s lives in terms 

 of providing food, comfort etc  
➢ They know that she was brave and visited the battlefield to tend 

 to injured soldiers  
➢ Pupils can give reasons why Mary & Florence deserve a statue 

 in a prominent place after all this time 
➢ They know about Edith Cavell and compare her life to Mary & Florence 
➢ They know that Edith was brave because she was at risk herself and can say 

why she is a significant person. 
 


